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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ano ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


THE SABBATH 
TRINITY 
Complete set $2.25 
Single copies .20 
History .40 
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A Booklet for These Times 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah 
and the 
Great Battle of Armageddon 


Have you read the booklet on this vital 
subject? 

It reveals Biblical evidence concerning the 
second coming of Jesus and His Kingdom. 


It shows conclusively that Elijah the 
Prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
Jesus; contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist; reveals the great moral 
reformation that will follow his appearing. 


This booklet describes concisely the Bat- 
tle of Armageddon, its outcome, and the 
peace that shall follow. 

Send for your copy today. 
64 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 


This same edition is available in pocket 
size, set in smaller type. Get these copies 
to send to your friends. 

One dozen copies $1.00 
Single copies 10 





What Does the Bible 


Mean to You? 


You will find this eight-page leaflet a 
convenient way to create opportunities to 
discuss the truth on various Bible subjects. 
It contains brief and pithy answers to 15 
Biblical questions, some of which are: 


What is man’s nature? 

Is heaven to be our future home? 

Will Jesus return to earth? 

Is there a place of torment for the wicked? 
Who or what is the devil? 

Shall earth be destroyed? 


As a representative of true Bible teach- 
ings you cannot afford to be without these 
tracts. Send for a supply today. 


Price per 100 50 cents. 





cAnnouncement 


Abib 1st, the anniversary of our Lord’s 
Nativity, and the Bible New Year, begins 
at 6 o’clock on the evening, of March 31. 
Please place your orders now for Greeting 
Cards. The quantity of cards printed will 
be determined by the number of requests 
received before February 15. 

Address your request to: 

Megiddo Mission 
Department W 
Rochester 19, N. Y. 


Deceased 


Dear Megiddo Mission Friends: 

I am writing you all a few lines in re- 
gard to my husband, Jesse J. Ryals. 

Last September Brothers Simmons and 
Fleming visited our home. We enjoyed their 
short visit very much. My husband was 
taken sick a few days later and passed 
away November 9. It left our home sad and 
lonely. We miss him very much. He was a 
devoted husband and father. I know that 
if we live according to God’s Word, we will 
meet on that golden shore, to part no more. 

Pray for us that God will give us strength 
to press on to the end. 

Will close with Christian love. 

Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Mrs. J. J. R. 


Sirs: 

Last week I lost my best friend and a 
great Bible student—Mrs. Ray Wilcox who 
died. 

We have had a study period together for 
years and she always had some of your 
Bible School Lessons that helped me in my 
teaching. We have used the MEGIDDO MEs- 
SAGE in our study also. 

Boynton Beach, Fla. 

Mrs. A. W. 


Light Amid Superstition 


Dear Friends at the Mission: 

Once again I take pleasure in writing 
these few lines to let you know that I still 
receive the MESSAGE and enjoy the same. 
I feel that I could not get along without it 
as it is the only glimmer of light amidst a 
dark world of pagan superstition. 

Corner Brook, Nfld. 
M. A. 


Appreciates a Series 


Dear Sister: 

I must tell you how much I enjoy reading 
“Voices From the Roll of the Book.” They 
make everything so plain to understand. 
It seems as though I can see them stand- 
ing right before me while they are talking. 
It makes me realize how hard they must 
have had it, even though real angels ap- 
peared before them. Their lives were in con- 
stant danger, just because they dared to 
believe and follow what they knew was 
right. It should make us feel ashamed, liv- 
ing in the cool of the day with freedom of 
religion. 

If we would only remember how much 
easier we have it than they did! We do not 
fully understand what they had to endure. 
At least I did not even begin to realize what 
they had to go through until I read “Voices 
from the Roll of the Book.” 

I hope you will keep them in the MEs- 
SAGE. I also thought “As the twig is bent” 
was very good. 

Lowville, N. Y. 

A. Z. 
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THE PURPOSE OF PRAYER 


RAYER is a limitless resource, a means of unbounded 
Pp strength to all who apply their entire heart and 

soul to pleasing their heavenly Father. It is a means 
of support which God has provided, and by which His 
children may keep in touch with Him. This source of 
strength is available to all who call upon Him in spirit 
and in truth. But there are conditions to be met by the 
petitioner if he would possess that resource. This, how- 
ever, is in direct opposition to the idea of the so-called 
Christian world who believe that God will hearken to the 
prayers of all mankind, regardless of their merits, or 
of their status with Him. But we find God is more exact- 
ing than that. 


Answer to Prayer — Conditional 


For a prayer to reach the heavenly abode it must not 
only be sincere, but must ask only for the things God has 
promised to give. John’s Epistle speaks forthrightly on 
this matter: “And this is the confidence that we have in 
him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he 
heareth us.” And the following verse reveals the scope of 
our resource: “And if we know that he hear us, whatso- 
ever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we 
desired of him” (I John 5: 14, 15). 

The Epistle of James indicates the condition upon 
which prayer is a resource by stating the negative side 
of the question: “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask 
amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts” (James 
4:3). If one asks with selfish intent, or asks for some- 
thing the Word of God does not permit, no answer can be 
expected. James gives further assurance of the potency 
of our resource of prayer, in ch. 5: 16—18: “Confess 
your faults one to another, and pray one for another, 
that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much.” Then he follows with a 
ease history: “Elias was a man subject to like passions 
as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: 
and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years 
and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven 
gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.” 

Jesus’ prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane was an 
example of the proper approach to the throne of grace. 
Removing a short distance from His disciples, He knelt 
down and prayed, saying: “Father, if thou be willing, 
remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but 
thine, be done” (Luke 22: 42). And to Him it proved so 
potent a resource that immediately an angel from heaven 
came, strengthening Him. He did not demand of His 
Father that the cup pass—and it was not His Father’s 
will that it should—but humbly petitioned: “Father, if 
thou be willing, remove this cup from me,” immediately 
adding: “not my will, but thine, be done.” 


Sin — The Barrier Between Man and God 


The Word of God lists instances where prayer cannot 
be effective as a resource, a foundation or buttress of 
strength to the Christian. And the fault is entirely with 
the individual. Sin has formed an impassable barrier that 
God will not look through or hear through. The Prophet 


Isaiah pointed this out to backsliding Israel. It seemed 
to them that the fault was with God, His ear was heavy 
and His arm shortened, and His care for them had waned. 
But Isaiah threw the whole responsibility back on the 
people themselves, with these words: “The Lord’s hand is 
not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, 
that it cannot hear: but your iniquities have separated 
between you and your God, and your sins have hid his 
face from you, that he will not hear. For your hands are 
defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your 
lips have spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered per- 
verseness” (Isa. 59: 1—3). The asset had become a lia- 
bility, their prayer no longer was a resource. 

Again in Isaiah 1 the Almighty through the Prophet 
warns the people of the unsatisfactory relationship with 
Him that their sins have engendered: “You may stretch 
out your hands, but I will never look at you, and though 
you offer many a prayer, I will not listen. Your hands 
are full of bloodshed” (v. 15, Moffatt). The shedding of 
innocent blood is a heinous crime, yet it is practiced both 
by individuals and nations; however, with the Christian 
the danger of his taking physical life is remote. The 
greater danger is of his resorting to slander by condemn- 
ing the just, trying to destroy another’s reputation by 
circulating a false report so as to enhance himself at his 
brother’s expense. And it is enlightening to note that this 
figurative blood-shedding also completely separates us 
from the throne of grace: “He that justifieth the wicked, 
and he that condemneth the just, even they both are 
abomination to the Lord” (Prov. 17: 15). What a calam- 
ity to have our prayer repulsive to the Almighty! Yet 
that is the case when our lips and lives do not agree. An- 
other example of this is mentioned in Prov. 28:9, “He 
that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even 
his prayer shall be abomination.” 

King David described the prayer that God will hear: 
“Hear the right, O Lord, attend unto my cry, give ear 
unto my prayer, that goeth not out of feigned lips” (Ps. 
17:1). Referring again to Isaiah 1, verse 16 tells what 
steps we must take for the Lord to listen to our plea: 
“Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to 
do well.” 


Effective Prayer Includes Thanksgiving 


“Pray without ceasing,” saith the Apostle Paul, “in 
everything give thanks: for this is the will of God... 
concerning you.” And again: “Giving thanks always for 
all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (I Thess. 5:17; Eph. 5:20). These ap- 
peals cover a broad field, and cannot be taken lightly. Giv- 
ing thanks is one of the most important features of 
prayer. Giving thanks in everything, always, and for all 
things, doesn’t mean intermittently, just when one feels 
like it, or when everything is going our way. It means 
just what it says, that whether under trial, or in adver- 
sity, or when everything seems to be going dead wrong, 
these are the times to give thanks, remembering the 
promise that “all things work together for good to them 
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that love God, to them who are the called according to 
his purpose” (Rom. 8:28). Once we believe this, then 
when our prayer seems unanswered we know that God is 
merely saying, No. 

The story is told of a man who had become skeptical 
because he thought his prayers were not answered. The 
time came when his wife was overtaken by a serious illness, 
but when she recovered, after being near death’s door, he 
considered a miracle had been achieved. He went to 
church and gave thanks for her recovery. He then told a 
friend he had made a discovery. “What is it?” asked the 
friend. He replied, “I have discovered that the best way 
to obtain results from prayer is to practice thankfulness. 
Up to that time, I had used my prayers for asking, and 
seldom thought of giving thanks. Now I divide my pray- 
ers into ten percent asking and ninety percent giving 
thanks.” 

We may take a lesson from this narrative. Thankful- 
ness is an important ingredient of prayer, and if prac- 
ticed consistently, as Paul told the Ephesian and Thes- 
salonian brethren to do, will start the power from on 
high flowing, and keep it flowing. 


A Necessary Petition 


Every active, earnest Christian has access to this di- 
vine resource of prayer, on which he can depend for 
strength and support to cope with any emergency that 
might come. And their coming is a part of a God-devised 
strategy. Every trial we have is for our good, for the 
purpose of building in us a strong character. And when 
these reverses come, let our petition be: 


“Help me to keep a right spirit, Lord, 
As a true child of Thine; 

In all my ways and in all I do, 
Lord, may Thy glory shine. 


“Help me to keep a right spirit, Lord, 
Through every trying hour; 

Help me to stand, nor impatient be, 
Kept by Thy mighty power. 

“Help me to keep a right spirit, Lord, 
Though I may injured be; 

Help me to bless in return for wrong, 
Resting my soul in Thee. 

“Help me to keep a right spirit, Lord, 
When cares are pressing sore; 

Save me from fretting when ways are hard, 
Help me to trust Thee more. 


“Help me to keep a right spirit, Lord, 
Tempered by Truth alone; 

Help me to be always pleasing to Thee, 
Soften this heart of stone.” 


These words reveal the standard we must reach if ever 
we are welcomed to the beautiful city of God. 

The Psalmist discloses his uses of the resources of 
prayer, by saying: “As for me, I will call upon God; and 
the Lord shall save me. Evening, and morning, and at 
noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my 
voice” (Ps. 55: 16, 17). 

And the knowledge that we may lift up our voice in 
prayer, assured that our heavenly Father will hearken 
to our cry, is a great resource to us. How we should treas- 
ure that privilege, and see to it that nothing comes in to 
mar it! It has been truly said that “prayer is the key of 
the morning to unlock Heaven’s storehouse of blessing; 
the spring of the day, to keep us going in the way of holi- 
ness; and the lock to secure us at night in the safe keep- 
ing of the Lord.” Let us treasure that key and use it at 
all times. May we be ready with that key, not only eve- 
ning, morning, and at noon, but every moment of the 
day, that we may triumph over the flesh and become more 
than conquerors in the race for life. 





Series Nine: 


VOICES FROM THE ROLL OF THE BOOK 


REMINISCENCES OF JOHN MARK 


i ines MY fellow Christians I extend greetings. 

As I begin my message to you I have a feeling that 
I, John Mark, have had unusual privileges in the noble 
Cause of our Master. You in the last days are laboring 
under much different circumstances, and especially you 
young men and women. Not many young men have seen 
what I saw. It was my good fortune to see the birth of 
the early Church and to see it grow till it spread all over 
the Roman World. It was a great time in which to live. 

I am greatly indebted to my mother, Mary, for because 
of her virtuous and consecrated life I was able to re- 
ceive the training that helped me in later years. 

My mother became an early follower of Jesus. It may 
be somewhat of a surprise to you if I tell you that our 
Lord and His twelve disciples ate the Last Supper at 
our house. It was there where many secret meetings were 
held after Jesus’ crucifixion, and you will recall it was 
there that many of the brethren met to pray for Peter’s 
release from prison. It was to us that he came after the 
angel released him from prison; and you remember our 
Sister Rhoda and her unselfish act. 1 

So you see, there was much for me to see and learn and 


to be impressed in numerous ways, especially by God’s 
openly demonstrated powers to the infant church. I had 
an unusual opportunity to see new developments; and 
more, I would listen to the Apostles, especially Peter, tell 
of their experiences when they followed Christ for three 
years. 

The great moment of my young lifecame when Barnabas, 
my mother’s brother, prevailed upon Paul, our great mis- 
sionary leader, to allow me to accompany them on their 
missionary trip from Jerusalem to Antioch, and later to 
Seleucia and Cyprus.2 How my heart raced in anticipa- 
tion! Change and excitement were to be my lot! I could 
see myself offering the right hand of good will to those 
whom I should meet, and I dreamed of the new friends 
who would gladly embrace the good news of the Kingdom 
of God. I was young and had not as yet tasted the stark 
reality of adversity. It seemed as though the day of de- 
parture would never come, and a feeling akin to impa- 
tience seized me at the seemingly unnecessary delays. 

But at last the day dawned when we began our jour- 
ney. Ere we rounded the corner I turned for one last look 
at my home. Mother waved from the doorway, and the 
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brethren raised their hands in a farewell salute. Sud- 
denly, all that I was about to leave seemed very dear to 
me. Shaking off a surge of loneliness I too waved and 
then with my fellow Christians I faced the unknown 
future. 

How eagerly I listened to the talk of my companions! 
As Paul mused aloud over the great events that led to his 
conversion, I could almost imagine that I had been pres- 
ent as the bright light shone on his pathway on the Dam- 
ascus road. Paul and Barnabas discussed at length their 
plans in starting new churches in the different towns 
and villages which they should visit. I felt thrilled to be a 
partaker in this work. 

The days and weeks passed, and the brilliance I had 
given to the thought of excitement and change began to 
lose its luster. We worked hard and walked far and wide 
in our search for interested ones to enlist to our Cause. 
Our friends were poor, so that hunger and want seemed 
to be our constant companions. We had no certain dwell- 
ing place. Day after day seemed to be filled with dreary, 
drab commonplace happenings. Often we met open rebel- 
lion and antagonism. We labored with our hands for our 
necessities. I had not yet learned that work in such a 
noble Cause demanded suffering and self-denial. 

I developed nostalgia, and wanted to return home. 
Paul’s dauntless spirit and zeal refused to admit such a 
course. He was determined to press forward to more fer- 
tile fields. I felt more miserable each day, and with the 
thoughtlessness of youth, I overlooked the fact that Paul 
was my superior and knew best. When our ship loosed 
from Paphos and we arrived at Perga in Pamphylia, Paul 
and Barnabas went ashore to proceed with the work, but 
as this ship was going to Joppa, the sea port for Jeru- 
salem, I remained on it and later sailed for home. 3 

As I left Paul and Barnabas, and long before I reached 
my mother’s house, I was beginning to see my mistake. In 
fact, I was feeling more miserable than I was when suf- 
fering the hardships with the missionaries. When I 
reached home, instead of rejoicing I was filled with shame 
and remorse. It was hard for me to justify my actions. 
It was hard to face the young people and all at the Church 
in Jerusalem, Though they treated me courteously and 
with compassion, it seemed I could hear them say, “He 
couldn’t take it!” My misery increased and my self-con- 
demnation gave me no peace. Far rather would I suffer 
thirty-nine stripes many times over than go through that 
humiliating experience again. 

I learned my lesson. I acknowledged my mistake and 
weakness to the Church and determined to go to work— 
and I did. 

But regardless of my change of attitude, the scars of 
my offense remained. For when Paul was about to begin 
another trip, and Barnabas wanted to take me again, 
Paul refused; and, because of me, Paul and Barnabas 
separated. Paul took Silas with him on that trip, but 
Barnabas and I sailed for Cyprus.4 We did what we 
could, but it was nothing compared to what Paul and 
Silas did. I would have given anything to be with Paul 
again. 

It was not until years afterward, when Paul was in 
Rome under guard, that I was able to join him.5 By this 
time I had learned my lesson well and had suffered many 
things for the Cause of Christ. Paul was glad to have me 
with him again, and looking back I could see that his 


manner of treating me was the best thing for me. It de- 
veloped the characteristic in me that he desired. 

I spent many happy hours with Paul. I wrote many 
letters for him and delivered some to distant churches. 
Letter writing was Paul’s means of spreading the gospel 
in his closing days. These letters became a cherished 
possession of the churches. 

Some time after Paul’s decease I conceived the idea of 
writing an account of Jesus’ life and work. Though not 
an eye-witness of those days I had had the stories first- 
hand from His nearest followers. So that is how the Gos- 
pel which bears my name came to you. 

In conclusion: The great lesson that has stayed with 
me through life is that a quitter never wins, and a win- 
ner never quits. Jesus said, “What shall it profit a man, 
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” 
Also, “No man, having put his hand to the plow, and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” To attempt 
to save one’s life in comfort and ease is but to stand in a 
no-man’s land of isolation. Let no fence-straddler deceive 
you. 

The path of truth is not an easy one. If you would be 
an effective agent in the service of the Lord, you must 
prepare yourself for sacrifice, for hardships. To serve 
God, you must serve His children. It is by example and 
by every act of love and service that we perform that we 
become greater and better; for actions develop into char- 
acter. 

Perhaps you think the price is high? It is high! By 
laboring for the Lord you stand to lose, not part but all 
of self in the struggle. Yet the knowledge that you have 
lived and fought without reservations and without fear, 
that you have lived as God has directed in as full and as 
satisfying a way as is possible; if you will rise to this 
challenge, then, my friends, you will discover that the 
final prize is worth all the difficulties you have met and 
conquered! 

Farewell! 


1. Acts 12: 1—17; 2. Acts 12: 25; 3. Acts 13:13; 4. Acts 15: 37— 
41; 5. Col. 4:10; II Tim. 4: 11. 
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The Two Advents of Christ and 


HE TWO 


and their 1 





John the Baptist 


A prophecy fulfilled | 
“For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, ... And many of the children 
of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. And he shall go before him in the } 


spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and 
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared 
for the Lord.” —Luke 1: 15—17. 





In the midst of a degenerate nation, one holy couple 
shone like stars in the murk of darkness: Zachariah the 
priest of the course of Abia, and his wife Elizabeth of 
the daughters of Aaron. Both were of noble lineage, and 
both were “righteous before God, walking in all the com- 
mandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless (Luke 
1:6). 

God exercises careful discrimination in selecting men 
and women for distinguished service. Thus it was that 
because of their blameless characters Zachariah and Eliz- 
abeth were chosen to be the parents of the famous John 
the Baptist. It was on this wise: Zachariah was perform- 
ing the priest’s office of burning incense in the temple 
when an angel appeared to him with the tidings that Eliz- 
abeth should bear a son, and should call his name John. 
No ordinary man this John: his moral stamina, his fear- 
lessness to denounce evil would be such as to remind the 
people of Elijah, that ancient prophet who dared to con- 
front the apostate Ahab and the wicked Jezebel with just 
rebuke. Long had the Jewish nation awaited such a char- 
acter. 

“The child [John] grew and waxed strong in spirit” 
(Luke 1: 80). 

There came a day when John emerged from his wilder- 
ness retirement in the full stature and strength of holy 
manhood. With all the fire of an evangelist, with the 
authority of God’s own elect, he confronted the people 
with the sharp summons, “Repent, for the king is at 
hand.” Many from Jerusalem and Judea and the region 
around about Jordan came out to hear him and were bap- 
tized. Curiosity, nothing more, brought the Pharisees and 
the Sadducees. To them his words were as an arrow 
straight to the mark, “O generation of vipers, .. . bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance” (Matt. 3:7, 8). 

Here was a man who had no tolerance for evil. News 
of his activities reached the bearded and broad-phylac- 
teried Jews at Jerusalem. They were manifestly dis- 
turbed, and for personal reasons. Much corruption which 
could not bear investigation was concealed within the 
temple precincts in those days. Who was this young re- 
former who demanded repentance from the populace and 
who denounced the priesthood as “vipers”? They sent 
priests and Levites to ascertain his identity. 
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“Who art thou?” they asked. “And he confessed, and 
denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. And they 
asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, 
I am not, Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No. 
Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give 
an answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thy- 
self? He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilder- 
ness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the 
prophet Esaias” (John 1: 19—23). 

Mark keenly, John was not Elias. 

The next day John saw Jesus approaching, and said, 
“Behold the Lamb of God.” This was John’s mission: 
First, by an uncompromising appeal for reformation, to 
straighten the way of the Lord which generations of cor- 
rupt priests had perverted; then to introduce Christ to 
the world. In other words, he was the forerunner or mes- 
senger of Christ’s first advent. 

A herald such as John who had no smiles for the self- 
indulgent, no flattery for the higher caste of priests, only 
piercing and stinging rebuke for sin and all sinners, was 
highly appreciated by his illustrious cousin. Christ said 
of him, 

“Believe me, no one greater than John the Baptist has 
ever arisen from all mankind, ... From the days of John 
the Baptist until now the Kingdom of Heaven has been 
thrown wide open and eager men rush in to take it by 
storm” (Matt. 11:11, 12, Phillips). 

John’s boundless spiritual vitality had roused such 
eagerness in others that they were actually flinging aside 
fleshly impedimenta and rushing forward in the narrow 
way to life. And Jesus added, 

“And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for 
to come” (v. 14). 

“This is Elias.” John had testified that he was not 
Elias. Was Jesus contradicting John’s words, after com- 
mending him so highly? Never! Rather, He was confirm- 
ing Gabriel’s words to Zachariah: “He [John] shall go 
before him [Christ] tn the spirit and power of Elias.” 

Men who had come in contact with this mighty evan- 
gelist had been made to fee! the spirit and power of Eli- 
jah, and purple-clad kings were yet destined to feel it. 
John, always zealous and courageous as Elijah to de- 

(Continued on page 8) 
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- messages 


Elijah the Prophet 


A prophecy awaiting fulfillment 


“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great 
and dreadful day of the Lord: and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the 
children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite 


the earth with a curse.” —Malachi 4: 5, 6. 


The “great and dreadful day of the Lord”’—theme 
of the Book, subject of prophecy, purpose for which 
saints have lived and martyrs died! How swiftly that 
Day approaches! But it cannot arrive until the prophecy 
of Malachi is fulfilled: “Before the coming of the great 
and dreadful day of the Lord, 

I will send you Elijah the prophet.” 

Do we know the man Elijah? As the messenger whom 
earth is shortly to receive, we should acquaint ourselves 
with his history. 

“Elijah the Tishbite . . . was of the inhabitants of 
Gilead” (I Ki. 17:1). Nothing more is recorded of his 
origin or parentage. Elijah was invested with the power 
of the Almighty. To him, future events were as clear as 
the present. He could predict famine in the days of Ahab 
for Israel’s apostasy, and it came to pass. During the 
drought he could sustain the widow’s meal and oil. By 
prayer to God, he could restore life to her son. He could 
bring an end to the famine; and this was perhaps the 
grandest of events in the life of the prophet. 

Ahab and his minister Obadiah had divided the land 
between them, and were searching for food for the royal 
stables. To the latter Elijah appeared with startling sud- 
denness, as was characteristic of all his appearances, to 
announce his intention of showing himself to Ahab. The 
king met Elijah with the reproach that he was the trou- 
bler of Israel. This accusation the Prophet refused to ac- 
cept, but flung it back at the king with a challenge to as- 
semble all Israel, the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 
prophets of Asherah, to Mount Carmel to determine who 
was the true God. The contest on Carmel, in which two 
altars were reared (one to Baal, the other to Jehovah), 
two sacrifices prepared, two Gods invoked, revealed the 
God of Elijah to be the true God, for He alone answered 
by fire and consumed the offering. So convincing a sign 
was irresistible. It turned the hearts of the people to the 
Lord which brought rain from heaven after the false 
prophets were slain. To escape the storm Ahab set out 
in his chariot for Jezreel. Elijah, in demonstration of 
his supernatural power, overtook him and ran before him 
to Jezreel—a distance of several miles. 

Elijah was a man of strong convictions. To all, he was 
the uncompromising Prophet. He was exemplary of the 
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clean, clear-cut line between right and wrong. Appear- 
ing suddenly and with effective sternness, he could cause 
the hearts of men to quake. 

Elijah stood apart from the apostate priesthood; he 
stood above the petty cheapness of the crowd, beyond the 
lascivious thralldom of the court, on a sunlit plane of 
stern purity. There at this height he was unblinded by 
the petty mists that dimmed their vision, untroubled by 
the petty influences that disturbed their lives. For the 
Almighty was his everlasting strength! 

Other striking events were crowded into the life of 
Elijah, but we are concerned principally with the close 
of his career. Elijah and his successor, Elisha, were 
walking together from Bethel to Jericho, to Jordan 
(Elisha could not be induced to leave his master). When 
they reached the brink of Jordan, Elijah made a path 
through the river bed by a simple smiting of the waters 
with his mantle, so that they went over dry shod. As 
they still journeyed on, there appeared a body of angels 
who parted them asunder and carried Elijah to heaven. 
Why? Great men, such as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, 
Moses, had died and been buried in the grave at the end 
of their days. Why was Elijah made an exception to the 
rule? Why was he translated to heaven never to see death? 

Let us look to Jesus for a solution to the mystery. 

After John the Baptist’s death occurred the famous 
Transfiguration in which Peter, James and John saw a 
vision of Christ changed in figure to His future, immor- 
tal, regal state. In other words, they saw a vision of the 
future Kingdom with Christ reigning as King. The dis- 
ciples were perplexed. The vision had not portrayed a 
vital event which they had been taught was to precede 
Christ’s appearance in glory. They saw only the glorified 
King and the faithful with Him, and so asked, “Why 
then say the scribes that Elias must first come?” Jesus 
replied, “Elias truly shall first come, and restore all 
things” (Matt. 17:10, 11). 

Remember, the theme of this vision was Christ’s sec- 
ond advent, and the text in Matthew 17 gives us three 
reasons to believe that Elijah will come first: 

1. The disciples expected His return, hence the query. 

2. They had absorbed this information from the scribes 
—men who copied the law. Good authority! 
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3. Jesus confirmed their assumption by His reply: 
“Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things.” 

Here was the purpose of Elijah’s translation, stated by 
Christ Himself: Elijah was to appear as herald of the 
second advent. Everyone in that age understood this 
basic truth: the disciples, the scribes, Jesus. They were 
familiar with Malachi’s prophecy, 

“Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall pre- 
pare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, 
shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger 
of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, 
saith the Lord of hosts. But who may abide the day of 
his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for 
he is like a refiner’s fire. 

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord: and 
he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and 
the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and 
smite the earth with a curse” (Mal. 3:1, 2; 4:5, 6). 

Christ’s first advent could in no measure answer to this 
description. No “refiner’s fire” was kindled for judgment; 
it was not a “dreadful day.” He came then as a lamb, 
humble, meek and lowly, working out His salvation and 
showing a pattern of good works; upon the “dreadful 
day” He comes wreaking vengeance, as a lion, conquer- 
ing and to conquer. 

Everyone understood the two advents to be distinct 
and separate in purpose and in style; furthermore they 
understood the two advent messengers to be two distinct 
and separate men. John the Baptist had announced 
Christ’s first advent. At the time of Christ’s instruction 
to the disciples after the Transfiguration, John the Bap- 
tist was dead. This eliminated all possibility of his being 
the second advent messenger. Nearly a millennium before, 
Elijah the prophet had been translated to heaven to pre- 
pare for this specific purpose—to herald the “great and 
dreadful day of the Lord.” 

Malachi prophesied. 

The disciples understood. 

The scribes understood. 

Jesus understood. 

Hippolytus, a great teacher who lived at the close of 
the second century, understood. He said, The Saviour 
“himself first accomplished the course, and was received 
into the heavens, and was set down on the right hand of 
God the Father, and is to be manifested again .. . as 
Judge. It is a matter of course that His forerunner must 
appear first, as He says by Malachi, even the messenger, 
‘I will send you Elias [Elijah] the Tishbite, before the 
day of the Lord, the great and notable day, comes; and he 
shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and 
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, lest I come 
and smite the earth utterly.’” 

Augustine of the fifth century confesses in his writ- 
ings that he once believed this precious truth concerning 
Elijah. 

But alas! As the years darkened into the Apostasy, 
theology and human speculation smothered the plain, 
simple prophecy of Malachi, until today men in their con- 
fusion would have us believe that John was Elijah, and 
fulfilled the mission. Others call themselves the Elijah 
class. However, a class can by no means answer to Mal- 
achi’s description of a singular individual, “Elijah the 
prophet.” And to fulfill the mission which Christ assigned 


to Elijah, they are powerless. Elijah shall “restore all 
things.” The word “restore” holds wonderful significance 
according to the Greek Testament. It indicates “a great 
moral reformation.” Has the Elijah class accomplished 
this? when in the nation and in the world morality is 
avalanching yearly? 

The restoration of all things will include the renewing 
of Holy Spirit power. After training in the schools of 
immortals for nearly 3,000 years Elijah will not have 
less power than he manifested on earth before. He will 
raise the dead, open the eyes of the blind, cause the deaf 
to hear, the lame to leap for joy in such spectacular dem- 
onstration that men will recognize him as the mighty 
avenger of Carmel, and will cry with one consent, 

“The Lord, he is the God, 
the Lord, he is the God” (1 Ki. 18: 39). 
Nor, as of old, will the false teachers, the prophets of 
Baal, survive the ordeal. When they have been eliminated, 
every one of them, then will begin to fall showers of 
blessings upon all mankind. 


Today, ere Elijah startles the world with warning of 
“the great and dreadful day of the Lord” when Christ 
comes as Judge, Conqueror, and King, we send an ad- 
vance appeal—an earnest, ardent, persistent appeal— 
to one and all: 

“How long halt ye between two opinions? 
if the Lord be God, follow him.” 





JOHN THE BAPTIST (concluded) 


nounce sin, later confronted Herod with the charge of 
adultery which brought his (John’s) career to an abrupt 
finale at the premature age of little over thirty years. 

Tragic as men reckon tragedies, perhaps. Yet how 
nobly and thoroughly he had fulfilled the purpose for 
which he was born! 

He had been great in the sight of the Lord. 

He had turned many of the Children of Israel to their 
God. 

Always, wherever he went, he had manifested the 
spirit and power of Elijah. 





THE ANT AND THE GRASSHOPPER 


We all know the Fable of the Grasshopper who gaily 
danced in the sunshine while the Ant was busy laying 
aside stores for the coming winter. 

In just the same way some people enjoy the sunshine 
of life in pleasures to the lust of the flesh while it lasts, 
and never prepare for life eternal. Others, like the wise 
little ant, spend the sunny days working spiritually, lay- 
ing aside and storing up the fruit of the spirit, for “that 
tomorrow” future life which will always come if we are 
worthy. 

So fruit of the spirit provides funds against the time 
of Judgment Day, when they will be urgently needed. 
We shall enjoy so much the more the sunny days of the 
future, knowing, that the fruits of the spirit, set aside 
now, are provisions for the future, the life to come, to be 
enjoyed eternally. 


—Contributed 





The Bridge Called Life 


O*E of the apocryphal sayings of Jesus runs as fol- 
lows: “The world is merely a bridge; ye are to pass 
over it, and not to build your dwelling upon it.” Whether 
or not Jesus actually uttered these words, they express 
the fundamental truth that life here on earth is only the 
preparation for an eternal existence. 


Many, people scoff at such a belief and call it “pie in 


ze sky” ae the teaching of the Bible definitely is that 
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In our lives, too, we need on ae whic can make it 
possible for us to carry the dead load of self, ‘the live load 
of daily living, and the wind load of life’s emergenciés. 
First let us consider the dead load. If we haved en 
thinking that our own load—self—is reasonably nall, 
and not particularly offensive, let us examine it 
closely. It is one of the loads our bridge of life mf be 
built strong enough to carry. Continually, throughoué the 
day, the opposing nature to good, will creep, wedge or, balt 
into-our lives. In Romans 7: 21—23, the Apostle 
reveals the extent to which the dead load of self 
problem to him: “I find then a law, that, when I would 
do good, evil is present with me. For I delight in the law 
of God after the inward man: but I see another law in 
my members, warring against the law of my mind, and 
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in 
my members.” And we each have this dead load to carry, 
this “conflict” between the man of the flesh and the spirit 
man. Paul speaks again of this load in his. letter to the 
Philippians: “For unto you it is given in the behalf of 
Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for 
his sake; having the same conflict which ye saw in me, 
and now hear to be in me” (1: 29, 30). 


Doubts, discouragement, suppressed hurt feelings, 
carefully concealed sins known Ofily to oneself and God— 
these form a part of the dead toad our bridge of life must 
carry. As we succeed in taming these ingrained hunian 
tendencies, our dead load will become lighter; yet some 
evils will tempt us as long as we live. Each step in this 
direction must be taken with the object of leading us 
higher, to a nobler life, to a more complete transforma- 
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tion, changing our ways from the natural and instinctive 
to the spiritual and God-directed. 


The live load of our daily living is the next load to con- 
sider. This would include the minor grievances and per- 
plexities that our association with others entails, and to 
bear them without becoming cross or irritable; the watch- 
ing of the words that we are wont to pour out of our 
mouth in an endless volume. The Apostle James thought- 
lly prescribes a bridle for the tongue; and surely no 
® or woman alert to the human tendency to talk at 
igom, with no thought of the edification of the hearers, 
ou d deny that speech control is a load forour bridge 
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her development. Though fra time 
the.trials‘one passe&through may be grievous to béai 
yet they will work for good if exercising unto godliness. 
Without. trials we should not be able to exercise certain 
graces. If all were continually in our favor, we could not 
rightly exercise contentment, nor could we practice for- 
giveness-if no one ever did evil either to us individually 
or to the Cause we uphold. Should the stroke of His rod, 
in whatever way it may be applied, be painful, may we 
remember that the sttoke is lightened when we draw 
nearer to Him who wieldSait. 





There is but one force ‘stronger than the dovtwcard 
trend; and, by the grace of God, that force is ourgy We 
are not left helpless victims when winds of hurticane 
force howl about the upper structures of our bridge 
spans; for we are in possession of this wonderful power 
of Truth and can rely upon the Gospel, “fer it is the 
power of God unto salvation.” When we placé ¢ pur trust 
in.the.Almighty, He gives us the strength we. 
withstand these loads. He thus gives our liveg 
stability, and durability. Though pressed by % 
and dashed with the spray, when the storm. ihallySub- 
sides and the waters calm once more, our bridge of life 
will still be standing. ii 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek 
after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire 
in his temple” (Psalm 27: 4). 


The task of self-mastery, which is the only key to salva- 
tion, is so tremendous that those who succeed are of ne- 
cessity people of one dominant idea. The idea is, of 
course, the quest for salvation, for eternal life, for the 
redemption of the body, through perfection of character. 
This is what the great Apostle Paul had in mind when he 
wrote, “This one thing I do... I press toward the mark 
for the prize” (Phil. 3:13). Not a hundred things, not 
a score of things; “but one thing is needful,” as our Mas- 
ter assured the over-anxious Martha. One thing—but 
what a thing! 

We live in an age of specialization, a specialization 
which may have taken something from life, but which has 
undoubtedly made possible a more abundant life, in a 
material way; for more people than ever before enjoy 
the blessings and luxuries of civilization. It is recognized 
that it is far better to know one thing thoroughly and be 
able to do it well than to possess a smattering of many 
things. There have been in history a few rare spirits, 
such as Franklin, or Samuel Johnson, or the present day 
Albert Schweitzer, who have been able to be thorough 
and interested in many branches of the arts and sciences, 
but they are truly rare; and nothing is much more tire- 
some than the dilettante, the skimmer, the “jack of all 
trades and master of none,” particularly if his scraps 
of knowledge have made him pretentious, as is so often 
the case. 

It is far wiser not to spread ourselves too thin. It is 
better, in the light of human experience and Divine rev- 
elation, to recognize our limitations, and to focus our at- 
tention on the highest goal. In order to do this, we shall 
most certainly have to let go of some things. We shall 
have to let some things go by unnoticed. This is not al- 
ways easy, for some of these things are very attractive; 
and much of what we must sacrifice as inferior is part 
and parcel of our being. This is the common experience of 
all who undertake the God-centered life. “Even Christ 
pleased not himself,” from that Abib day when He re- 
turned obediently from His boyish triumph at Jerusalem 
to the drabness of Nazareth, to another Abib evening 
when He knelt in the dews and shadows of Gethsemane 
and prayed, “Not my will, but thine. . .” 

This was the secret of His monumental success. His 
whole life was an example of self-renunciation, of re- 
lentless pursuit of a lofty ideal, of becoming an integ- 
rated personality, a new creature. 

“God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, 
and of love, and of a sound mind” (II Tim. 1: 7). By na- 
ture our mind, spiritually speaking, is unsound. We are 
schizophrenics—split personalities—trees of good and 
evil, torn by conflicting desires, running madly in all 
directions to no purpose. The whole Christian experience 


is one of integration, of unification. The Scriptures with 
one voice exhort us to make up our minds and be one 
thing or the other, from Joshua’s stern challenge, “Choose 
you this day whom ye will serve,” past Elijah’s ringing 
question, “How long halt ye between two opinions?” and 
the simple statement of the ever-practical James that 
“a double-minded man is unstable in all his ways,” to 
the solemn warning to the lukewarm Laodiceans, “Be- 
cause thou art ... neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee 
out of my mouth.” For, as said before, there is room 
enough and time enough for but one thing. To under- 
take more is to learn to our sorrow the truthfulness of 
the Oriental proverb: He who pursues two hares will 
catch neither. 

“One thing” we desire. Do we really desire the best 
things the universe can give? We shall find that they 
come not by idle waiting but by labor. The very words, 
“that will I seek after,” imply an effort, a quest, not a 
waiting for the blessing to come to us. To be sure, we 
must wait for the Son of man to bring our reward from 
heaven, but we are not waiting until ready, and it is the 
preparation which makes the difference between success 
and failure. The depth of our desire is proved by the in- 
tensity of our effort. The Psalmist says it well: “What 
man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he 
may see good? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips 
from speaking guile. Depart from evil, and do good...” 
(34: 12—14). 

The object of our desire is stated to be the right to 
“dwell in the house of the Lord for ever”; not as pilgrims 
or transient guests—that is our correct relation toward 
this present world—but as sons and daughters of Him 
who built the house (John 8: 34, 35). This “dwelling” is 
twofold, the second phase dependent on the first. Having 
entered the family of God by adoption (Gal. 4:5), our 
dwelling henceforth must be in the house of the Lord— 
His truth, His congregation (Heb. 3:6). Not in and out, 
according to the mood of the moment, but with the feel- 
ing that we are dwellers in a fortress, a “strong tower” 
(Proverbs 18:10), surrounded and besieged by a deter- 
minded enemy, and to step outside is certainly to court 
destruction. 

It is perfectly true that this house of the Lord will re- 
strict our activities; the same walls which protect us 
from the evil world will also protect us from ourselves 
by curbing and controlling our natural and ungodly in- 
clinations. But if we become so thoroughly at home in 
this house of God that we are at home in no other, if a 
vessel worthy of the honor of the house (II Tim. 2: 20, 
21), there is a glorious future ahead. For the siege will 
be broken, when the enemy is destroyed by the brightness 
of the coming King (II Thess. 2:8), and a glorious day 
shall dawn when “the mountain of the house of the Lord 
shall be exalted above the hills, and people shall flow 
unto it” (Micah 4:1). This “house,” this Church, this 
prepared and chosen people, are the nucleus of the King- 
dom of God on earth, the stone of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
vision which expanded into “a great mountain, and filled 
the whole earth” (Dan. 2:35, 44). 

There is infinite meaning in the phrase, “to behold the 
beauty of the Lord.” “Blessed are the pure in heart,” 
said Jesus, “for they shall see God.” But, like the “dwell- 
ing,” this “beholding” has its beginning here and now. 

(Continued on next page) 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Many critics say that the Book of Ecclesiastes is not in- 


spired; that it contains only man’s wisdom, and has no place 
in the Bible. Is this true? 


The canonicity of this book is acknowledged by Jews 
and early Christian writers, and we do not deny it its 
place and its value in the Holy Scriptures. The senti- 
ments and conclusions of the book are in perfect har- 
mony with the rest of the Bible, and it contains some of 
the plainest texts of doctrinal revelation, e. g., ch. 1: 4; 
9:5, 10; 8: 11. It has a powerful lesson for all times and 
conditions, and is useful to any one who is seeking eter- 
nal salvation. 

It is generally supposed to have been written by Solo- 
mon, the son of King David, near the close of his life, 
after his lapse (I Kings 11: 1—13), and much of the 
text seems to confirm this belief. Solomon makes of him- 
self a solemn warning, as he sees, too late, the futility of 
the things on which he has wasted his life. 

The writer, although perfectly instructed in the wis- 
dom of God and knowing full well what he ought to do, 
is weak-willed, self-deceived and self-indulgent, and the 
book is a tragic narrative of his attempts to find happi- 
ness in various ways, all of them self-centered. He alter- 
nates between study, pleasure, sensuality, intoxicants, 
refinement, luxury, art, literature, agriculture, construc- 
tion, philosophy; and finds them all empty and unsatis- 
fying. The conclusion (ch. 12:13) is that everything is 
vain but the fear of God, and that in His service is the 
only perfect freedom. 


I have been told that it is sacrilegious to say that we should 
follow Christ’s example; that it is putting ourselves on a par 
with Christ. What do you think? 


The Bible says, “For even hereunto were ye called: be- 
cause Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, 
that ye should follow his steps.” Jesus said, “Be ye there- 
fore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is 
perfect.” And “To him that overcometh will I grant to 
sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and 
am set down with my Father in his throne.” How else 
could we be “joint-heirs with Christ’? as we have the 
promise? (I Pet. 2:21; Matt. 5:48; Rev. 3:21; Rom. 
8:17). The Bible is so plain and full of evidence on this 
point that it allows no question. 


If there is no literal hell, what is the meaning of the un- 
quenchable fire in Matt. 3: 12? — 


“Fire” is a symbol of destruction, figuratively used of 
God’s judgments, so to be destroyed by war is said to be 
destroyed by fire. And this destruction cannot be quenched 
until the chaff or refuse is destroyed. A good point to 
keep in mind is that the explanation of any illustration 
in the Bible must be in harmony with itself. It could not 
be literal fire and the rest of the illustration be taken 
spiritually. No one thinks of its meaning that Jesus was 
a literal farmer taking care of His literal harvest. So if 
the wheat is not literal, the fire would also become sym- 
bolic. When God’s judgments are in the earth the wheat 
or faithful will be gathered into His kingdom while the 
chaff or unfaithful will be destroyed (Ps. 101: 8). 
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CURRENT 


If the natural man is not in God’s image, as I gather from 
reading your paper, what is meant in James 3:9 where it 
says, “Men... are made after the similitude of God”? 


The Bible rule in Rom. 4:17 applies here, that God 
calls “those things that be not as though they were.” Men 
can be made morally after the similitude of God, like the 
wise man spoken of in v. 13. But when blessing God on 
Sunday and cursing man—having quarrels, strife and 
bitterness during the week—there is no similitude of 
God. The Apostle plainly qualifies that man’s status when 
he says, “Brethren, these things ought not so to be.” Not 
until the waters of the fountain are all sweet (v. 11) is 
he in the moral likeness of God. 

Attaining the similitude of God requires three steps: 

1. Mental similitude by knowledge of and agreement 
with His law. 

2. Moral similitude by keeping His law. 

3. Physical similitude bestowed by Christ at His com- 
ing as the result of our taking steps one and two. 


What did Jesus mean in John 14: 19, “Yet a little while 
and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I 
live, ye shall live also”? 


He was referring to His crucifixion and ascension. He 
had just told them in chapter 13: 33, “Yet a little while 
I am with you.” And He continued in the 14th chapter by 
telling them He was going to the Father, but He would 
come again and receive them. The world did not see or 
believe Him, but His followers did and because of their 
belief they shared the promise of triumphing over death 
and the grave. 





MEDITATIONS ON THE WORD, conc. 


It requires a training of the eyes of our understanding 
(Eph. 1:18). To see the King in His beauty then (Isa. 
33:17), we must now see the beauty of the King and all 
His ways and laws and disciplines. The natural mind 
finds no comeliness or beauty in this new way of life (Isa. 
53:2), no superiority in those who are single-mindedly 
following it. The first taste of the new wine is not to the 
liking of the “old man’; the old, says he, is better (Luke 
5:39). The thing required is a complete change of taste 
(Jer. 48:11), a denial of self until a genuine hunger for 
righteousness and purity is aroused (Matt. 5:6). “To 
the hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet” (Prov. 27: 
7), and every successful contender for the crown of life 
has found it so. Human nature is not unchangeable, as 
the shallow-minded assert; the Divine nature can take 
possession and transform it, if we will let the law of the 
Eternal have its way in our lives. 

If we behold the beauty of the Lord in this present life, 
it cannot be concealed. That beauty will be reflected in 
our character as the moral image of the Creator; and if 
this is fully attained, we need have no fears for the fu- 
ture. The final step, the change to His physical image, to 
immortal life, will follow as a matter of course, at the 
time appointed. It will not be necessary to go to the 
farthest reaches of the universe to behold the dazzling 
beauty of the Lord; in a world—our world—filled with 
immortal, glorified beings, that beauty will shine forth 
wherever the eye may turn. 


11 









































THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM 


The wonderful keys of the Kingdom of God 
(The keys that were given to Jesus) 
May be ours, if we bow ’neath the chastening Rod, 
And see ourselves just as God sees us. 
If we will prove worthy, and true to our trust, 
Be one whom the Lord can rely on, 
Considering all His blest laws to be just, 
Those keys will admit us to Zion. 


The first key that’s given the seekers for Truth 
Swings open the portals of knowledge, 

To make the way plainer for old age or youth, 
With no need of going to college. 

It is the same key that the lawyers of old, 
Refusing to use, or deliver 

To those who would use it, so failed to unfold 
The plan of the Maker and Giver. 


Another that mortals cannot do without, 
If they have a longing to enter 

The Kingdom of God, one that drives away doubt 
(Of Truth the circumference and center), 

Is the key to a faith that is steadfast and sure; 
Oh, seize it, my brother, and use it! 

Yes, seek for a faith that will help you endure 
To the end. Do not think to refuse it. 


There are keys that a Christian must use every day, 
Of Patience, and Kindness, and Virtue 
(Or courage), and Watchfulness in all you say. 
The use of such keys cannot hurt you. 
They’ll open the door to a hundredfold now 
Of peace, and contentment, with trials, 
And blessings that no one but God can allow, 
If we to His precepts are loyal. 


There are keys we must use to lock anger and pride, 
Deceit, bitter feelings, and folly, 

If we with our Saviour would ever abide; 
If we would desire to be holy. 

Yes, jealousy, envy, and malice must be 
Renounced, with all manner of sinning. 

If we have a longing desire to be free, 
The war with self we must be winning. 


And if we are faithful in using these keys, 
Whene’er the occasion is present, 
With only one object, our Father to please, 
We'll find our work growing more pleasant. 
Then, when our Lord comes, should we sleep in the tomb, 
He’ll use the last key to deliver, 
And in the grand Kingdom prepare us a room, 
Where we shall be with Him forever. 


—L. L. S. 
































